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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and an associated apparatus for controlling a heat-
ing current flowing through an emitter of a pulsed X-ray tube
during pulse pauses are provided. The heating current is con-
trolled by comparing a measured actual value of the heating
current with a predefinable desired value of the heating cur-
rent. A low-pass filtering of the actual value of the heating
current is effected before the comparison. A time constant of
the low-pass filtering is equal to a thermal time constant of the
emitter. A correction of the actual value of the heating current
is provided before the low-pass filtering by a first correction
value. The first correction value is determined such that a tube
current control during the pulses is not compensated for by
the heating current control in the pulse pauses.

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR HEATING
CURRENT CONTROL OF A PULSED X-RAY
TUBE

This application claims the benefit of DE 10 2013 200
189.4, filed on Jan. 9, 2013, which is hereby incorporated by
reference in its entirety.

FIELD

The present embodiments relate to a method and an appa-
ratus for controlling a heating current flowing through an
emitter of a pulsed X-ray tube during pulse pauses of radia-
tion.

BACKGROUND

In order to control current of an X-ray tube, heating current
of'a cathode (e.g., an emitter) of the X-ray tube is varied. As
a result, the electron emission of the cathode is controlled.
Such control is described in the published patent application
DE 43 00 825 Al.

In the case of pulsed radiography or in the case of 3D
imaging in angiography, a dose power of X-ray radiation and
thus a required tube current from pulse to pulse are adapted to
a present object situation. For this purpose, an X-ray genera-
tor that heats the cathode to an emission temperature receives
corresponding desired value stipulations for the tube current
in each case shortly before the X-ray pulses. By virtue of
emission tables stored in the X-ray generator, this results in an
appropriate start value of the heating current. However, since
typical pulse widths are only in the range of 3 to 12 ms,
control only during the radiation pulses is ruled out. In the
pulse pauses, too, the emitter is to be controlled to the
required temperature for reasons of the desired function.
Typical image frequencies are in the range of 3 to 100 Hz.

It is known, in the case of a desired value jump in the tube
current, to select the corresponding heating current with the
aid of an emission table and to adjust the heating current by a
heating current controller that is responsible for controlling
the heating current in the pulse pauses. On account of the
thermal delay of the emitter, the tube current follows only in
a time-delayed manner.

A tube current controller is active during a pulse, and the
tube current controller provides feedback about the present
emitter temperature directly via the measurement of the tube
current in the high-voltage circuit. The tube current controller
may attempt to bring the emitter to the required temperature
as rapidly as possible by a large control dynamic range within
the allowed limits for the heating current. This functions very
effectively in the case of long X-ray pulses (e.g., greater than
10 ms), but in the case of short pulses (e.g., 3 ms), the influ-
encing possibility for the tube current controller decreases
greatly owing to the short control time. Consequently, owing
to a lack of emission feedback, the more sluggish heating
current controller dominates the emitter temperature or the
rate of adjustment thereof. Faster tube current adjustment
times are to be provided, however, owing to faster rotation
times, higher image frequencies and shorter pulse times in the
case of 3D imaging.

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of known heating current
control of one embodiment of an X-ray tube 1 operating in
pulsed operation. In this case, according to the design, during
the pulse pauses, the heating current H is controlled based on
stored emission tables with the aid of the measured actual
value of the heating current H,_,,,,;, and during the X-ray
pulses, the heating current H is controlled with the aid of the

10

15

25

40

45

60

2

measured actual value of the tube current R ,_,,,,;- The X-ray
tube 1 includes at least one emitter 2 and at least one anode 3.
The at least one emitter 2 is supplied with the heating current
H from the controllable current supply 4. The tube voltage is
generated by a controllable tube high-voltage supply 5.

A heating current measuring unit 6 is situated in the heating
current circuit and determines the actual value of the heating
currentH, . ... The actual value of the heating current H, _,,,..,
is fed to a heating current control unit 8. A tube current
measuring unit 7 is situated in the tube voltage circuit and
determines the actual value of the tube current R, ;- The
actual value of the tube current R, . is likewise fed to the
heating current control unit 8. The actual values H,_,,,,; and
R, ,...; are compared with the desired value of the heating
current H, ..., in the pulse pauses and with the desired value
of the tube current R,_,,.; during the pulses in the heating
current control unit 8. A controlled variable RG is derived
therefrom as necessary and controls the current supply 4. The
heating current control unit 8 is embodied as a PI controller,
for example.

FIG. 2 shows a timing diagram of relevant variables of the
heating current control. This diagram is appropriate with
respect to the heating current control in FIG. 1. The control
during the pulses is not illustrated for reasons of clarity. Such
additional control would become apparent as heating current
peaks during the pulses and adjust the tube current to the
desired value somewhat more rapidly.

The illustration shows on the x-axis the time t in millisec-
onds, and on the y-axis merely phenomenologically (without
indications of magnitude) the actual value of the tube current
R, ...» the desired value of the tube current R,,_, .., the
temperature T of the emitter 2 and the actual value of the
heating current H,_ .. Owing to a material-governed
delayed heating of the emitter 2, the temperature T does not
rise abruptly, but rather in a time-delayed manner. As a result,
the actual value of the tube current R ,_,,,,; attains the desired
value Rj,,., only after approximately 500 ms. In the
example illustrated, the pulse widths and pulse pauses in each
case have a length of approximately 75 ms.

A dynamic correction that adapts the heating current H in
the pulse pauses if the tube current R deviates from the nomi-
nal value during a pulse would accelerate the adjustment, but
also leads to overshoots and undershoots beyond the actual
desired operating point. In the case of limit-load scans, this
may lead to an overload of the X-ray tube and thus to arcing.
This causes unusable 3D scans and may also lead to damage
to the X-ray emitter.

SUMMARY AND DESCRIPTION

The scope of the present invention is defined solely by the
appended claims and is not affected to any degree by the
statements within this summary.

The present embodiments may obviate one or more of the
drawbacks or limitations in the related art. For example, a
method and an apparatus for the heating current control of a
pulsed X-ray tube that control the heating current and thus the
tube current to a wanted desired value more rapidly and more
accurately are provided.

Registered instantaneously flowing heating current is fil-
tered by a low-pass filter. A time constant of the low-pass filter
is chosen to be equal to an emitter time constant. A heating
current controller attempts to adjust the low-pass-filtered sig-
nal as rapidly as possible, subjects the emitter to overcurrent
or undercurrent in a targeted manner, and thus adjusts the
emitter to the desired temperature more rapidly. When
expressed in a simplified way, the heating current controller
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receives as feedback a fictitious temperature, which the heat-
ing current controller adjusts more rapidly than if the tem-
perature settled via the thermal time constant of the emitter.

One or more of the present embodiments provide a method
for regulating a heating current, flowing through an emitter, of
apulsed X-ray tube during pulse pauses. The method includes
comparing a measured actual value of the heating current
with a predefinable desired value of the heating current. A
low-pass filtering of the actual value of the heating current is
effected before the comparison with a time constant equal to
the thermal time constant of the emitter. The method includes
a correction of the actual value of the heating current before
the low-pass filtering by a first correction value. The first
correction value is determined such that a tube current control
during the pulses is not compensated for by the heating cur-
rent control in the pulse pauses, in order to obtain a prognosis
of the emitter temperature as an actual variable for a control.
One or more of the present embodiments afford the advan-
tage, as a result of an emitter temperature simulation by
low-pass filtering and an observation of the X-ray current
control, of establishing an optimized control loop with an
improved adjustment characteristic after a desired value
jump, which also avoids an overshoot.

In one development, the first correction value is determined
from the difference between the actual value of the heating
current and an actual value of the heating current at the
beginning of a present pulse.

In a further embodiment, the first correction value is sub-
tracted from the actual value of the heating current.

In a further embodiment, the method includes a correction
of the actual value of the heating current before the low-pass
filtering by a second correction value, which is determined
from a model of electron cooling during the pulses.

In one embodiment, the second correction value is deter-
mined such that thermal cooling caused by the electron cool-
ing during the pulses is not registered.

The second correction value is subtracted from the actual
value of the heating current.

In a further embodiment, the method includes a correction
of the actual value of the heating current before the low-pass
filtering by a third correction value that is determined from a
model of anode back heating.

In one development, the third correction value is subtracted
from the actual value of the heating current.

One or more of the present embodiments also provide an
apparatus for controlling a heating current, flowing through
an emitter, of a pulsed x-ray tube during pulse pauses. The
apparatus includes a heating current control unit configured
to control the heating current by comparing a measured actual
value of the heating current with a predefinable desired value.
The apparatus also includes a first low-pass filter unit that is
connected upstream of the heating current control unit and
has a time constant equal to the thermal time constant of the
emitter and is configured to filter the actual value of the
heating current before the comparison. The apparatus also
includes a first correction unit configured to alter the actual
value of the heating current before the low-pass filtering by a
first correction value and to determine the first correction
value such that a tube current control during the pulses is not
compensated for by the heating current control unit in the
pulse pauses.

In one development, the first correction unit is configured
to determine the first correction value from the difference
between the actual value of the heating current and the actual
value of the heating current at the beginning of the present
pulse.
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In one embodiment, the apparatus includes a summing unit
connected upstream of the low-pass filter unit and is config-
ured to subtract the first correction value from the actual value
of the heating current.

In a further embodiment, the apparatus includes a second
correction unit configured to alter the actual value of the
heating current before the low-pass filtering by a second
correction value and to determine the second correction value
from a model of electron cooling during the pulses.

In one embodiment, the second correction unit may be
embodied as a second low-pass filter unit. A time constant of
the second low-pass filter unit is equal to a time constant of the
electron cooling.

In one development, the summing unit is configured to
subtract the second correction value from the actual value of
the heating current.

The apparatus may include a third correction unit config-
ured to alter the actual value of the heating current before the
low-pass filtering by a third correction value, and to deter-
mine the third correction value from a model of anode back
heating.

In a further embodiment, the summing unit is configured to
subtract the third correction value from the actual value of the
heating current.

One or more of the present embodiments also provide an
x-ray generator including an apparatus described above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a heating current control
in accordance with the prior art;

FIG. 2 shows a timing diagram of a heating current control
in accordance with the prior art;

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of an exemplary heating
current control with low-pass filtering; and

FIG. 4 shows a timing diagram of an exemplary heating
current control with low-pass filtering.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of one embodiment of a
heating current control of an X-ray tube 1 operating in pulsed
operation with a low-pass filtering of an actual value of a
heating current H,_,,,,;- During the pulse pauses, the heating
current H is controlled based on stored emission tables with
the aid of the measured actual value of the heating current
H,.,..- During the X-ray pulses, the heating current H is
controlled with the aid of the measured actual value of the
tube current R, ...

The X-ray tube 1 includes an emitter 2 (cathode) and an
anode 3. The emitter 2 is supplied with the heating current H
from the controllable current supply 4. The tube voltage is
generated by a controllable tube high-voltage supply 5.

A heating current measuring unit 6 is situated in the heating
current circuit and determines the actual value of the heating
currentH, . . The actual value ofthe heating currentH ., .,
is filtered by a first low-pass filter unit 9 and fed as low-pass-
filtered actual value of the heating current H,, to the heating
current control unit 8. A time constant (e.g., approximately
100 ms to 500 ms) of the first low-pass filter unit 9 is chosen
to be equal to a thermal time constant of the emitter 2.

The low-pass-filtered actual value of the heating current
H thus corresponds to a fictitious emitter temperature, but
not to the instantaneously flowing heating current H during
the thermal settling. In the case of a heating current control
unit 8 (e.g., embodied as a PI controller), a boosting or low-
ering of the heating current H beyond the final steady-state
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value arises as a result of the low-pass filtering. As a result of
this, an improved performance is obtained compared with
known solutions. In order to rule out damage to the emitter 2,
however, the heating current H is upwardly limited to a maxi-
mum value permitted for the emitter 2.

A tube current measuring unit 7 is situated in the tube
high-voltage circuit and determines the actual value of the
tube current R, ;. The actual value of the tube current
R, ....:18 likewise fed to the heating current control unit 8. The
actual value of the heating current H , .., and the actual value
ofthetubecurrentR ,_,,,;are compared with the desired value
of'the heating current H,_;,..; in the pulse pauses and with the
desired value of the tube current R,_;,.; during the pulses in
the heating current control unit 8. A controlled variable RG is
derived therefrom and controls the current supply 4.

The heating current control optimized in this way has a
faster adjustment performance after a desired value change
and manages without additional hardware. A dynamic cor-
rection that supports the adjustment process may be attenu-
ated and activated in a time-delayed manner after the desired
value jump. The known over- and undershooting is avoided.
The heating current control unit 8 manages without the infor-
mation about the length of the pulse pauses.

The described low-pass filtering of the actual value of the
heating current H,_,, ., has the following effect, however.
Since the tube current control intervenes in the heating cur-
rent H during the pulses in order to adapt the tube current R,
this intervention will influence the low-pass-filtered actual
value of the heating current H . in the pulse pauses as well. If
the desired value of the heating current Hy,,,,., is then not
tracked after an intervention of the tube current control, the
heating current control unit 8 will attempt to reverse the
intervention of the tube current control and adjust the filtered
actual value of the heating current H, in accordance with a
nominal value of the heating current H,. This has the con-
sequence that the two controls operate virtually against one
another, and, consequently, the next pulse does not become
better than the preceding pulse. Instead of a correction of the
desired value of the heating current H,, ;... the actual value
of the heating current H, ., may also be corrected, which
has the same effect.

According to one or more of the present embodiments, the
control during the pulses is observed, and a first correction
factor K1 is determined for the heating current control in the
pulse pauses. Without the first correction factor K1, no adjust-
ment occurs. Since the intervention of a tube current control
does not permanently influence the emitter 2, the first correc-
tion factor K1 is likewise filtered with the emitter time con-
stant and will slowly decline during the pulse pauses.

The first correction unit 11 provided for this purpose
includes a storage unit 18 that is triggered by the pulses of the
tube high-voltage supply 5 or by the start of the tube current
control. The storage unit 18 has the actual value of the heating
current H, . . present at its input and stores the value at the
beginning of the present pulse for the rest of the pulse. This
value is subtracted from the actual value of the heating current
H, ;..; in an adder 16 during the pulse pauses. The first
correction value K1 determined in this way is subtracted from
the actual value of the heating current H, _,,,,; in the summing
unit 15, which is situated in the path of the measured heating
current.

A second correction value K2 is used to prevent a situation
where a thermal cooling during the pulses owing to the elec-
tron cooling, which is compensated for during the tube cur-
rent control, is registered by the observation of the tube cur-
rent R and erroneously also conveyed as a correction factor to
the heating current control unit 8 during the pulse pauses.
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According to one or more of the present embodiments, there-
fore, a second correction unit 12 that subtracts a second
correction value K2 from the actual value of the heating
current H, .. ., in the summing unit 15 is provided. In the
second correction unit 12, a model of the electron cooling
during the pulses is simulated, for example, by a second
low-pass filter unit 17 that supplies the second correction
value K2 for the pulse pauses.

The anode 3 may result in a back heating from the anode 3
to the emitter 2. This may be taken into account by a third
correction value K3. For this purpose, a model of the anode
back heating is created, and the third correction unit 13 is used
to determine the third correction factor K3 for the heating
current control in the pulse pauses. The third correction value
K3 is added to the actual value of the heating current H
in the summing unit 15.

As necessary, further correction values may be determined
and computationally included in the actual value of the heat-
ing current H, ., in the summing unit 15. Other equivalent
circuit arrangements with a plurality of first low-pass filter
units 9 may be provided.

FIG. 4 shows an exemplary timing diagram of relevant
variables of the heating current control. The exemplary tim-
ing diagram is appropriate with respect to FIG. 3. The control
during the pulses is not illustrated for reasons of clarity. Such
additional control may become apparent as heating current
peaks during the pulses and adjust the tube current R to the
desired value R ,,,,,; more rapidly.

The illustration shows on the x-axis the time t in millisec-
onds, and on the y-axis merely phenomenologically (e.g.,
without indications of magnitude) the actual value of the tube
currentR, . the desired value of the tube current R,_;....»
the temperature T of the emitter 2, the low-pass-filtered actual
value of the heating current H,,, the desired value of the
heating current Hy,_;,.; and the actual value of the heating
current H ;- From the profile of the curves, in comparison
with the control according to FIG. 2, the temperature T of the
emitter 2 rises more rapidly, and the actual value of the tube
current R, . attains the desired value R, ,,,., more rapidly
(e.g., in approximately 250 ms). This primarily stems from
the fact that the actual value of the heating currentH , ., rises
greatly above the desired value of the heating current Hy,;...,
in the first 100 ms owing to the low-pass filtering according to
one or more of the present embodiments and falls to the
desired value of the heating current Hy,;,., only after
approximately 400 ms. In the example illustrated, the pulse
widths and pulse pauses in each case have a length of approxi-
mately 75 ms.

It is to be understood that the elements and features recited
in the appended claims may be combined in different ways to
produce new claims that likewise fall within the scope of the
present invention. Thus, whereas the dependent claims
appended below depend from only a single independent or
dependent claim, it is to be understood that these dependent
claims can, alternatively, be made to depend in the alternative
from any preceding or following claim, whether independent
or dependent, and that such new combinations are to be
understood as forming a part of the present specification.

While the present invention has been described above by
reference to various embodiments, it should be understood
that many changes and modifications can be made to the
described embodiments. It is therefore intended that the fore-
going description be regarded as illustrative rather than lim-
iting, and that it be understood that all equivalents and/or
combinations of embodiments are intended to be included in
this description.

ctual
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The invention claimed is:
1. A method for controlling a heating current flowing
through an emitter of a pulsed X-ray tube during pulse pauses,
the method comprising:
comparing a measured actual value of the heating current
with a predefinable desired value of the heating current;
low-pass filtering the measured actual value of the heating
current before the comparison, wherein a time constant
of the low-pass filtering is equal to a thermal time con-
stant of the emitter; and
correcting the measured actual value of the heating current
before the low-pass filtering by a first correction value,
wherein the first correction value is determined such that
a tube current control during the pulses is not compen-
sated for by the heating current control in the pulse
pauses.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first correction value
is determined from a difference between the measured actual
value of the heating current and an actual value of the heating
current at the beginning of a present pulse.
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising subtracting
the first correction value from the measured actual value of
the heating current.
4. The method of claim 1, further comprising correcting the
measured actual value of the heating current before the low-
pass filtering by a second correction value, the second cor-
rection value being determined from a model of electron
cooling during the pulses.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein the second correction
value is determined such that thermal cooling caused by the
electron cooling during the pulses is not registered.
6. The method of claim 4, further comprising subtracting
the second correction value from the measured actual value of
the heating current.
7. The method of claim 4, further comprising correcting the
measured actual value of the heating current before the low-
pass filtering by a third correction value, the third correction
value being determined from a model of anode back heating.
8. The method of claim 7, further comprising adding the
third correction value to the measured actual value of the
heating current.
9. An apparatus for controlling a heating current flowing
through an emitter of a pulsed X-ray tube during pulse pauses,
the apparatus comprising:
a heating current control unit configured to control the
heating current by comparing a measured actual value of
the heating current with a predefinable desired value;
a first low-pass filter unit that is connected upstream of the
heating current control unit and comprises a time con-
stant equal to a thermal time constant of the emitter,
wherein the first low-pass filter is configured to filter the
measured actual value of the heating current before the
comparison; and
a first correction unit configured to:
alter the measured actual value of the heating current
before the low-pass filtering by a first correction value
K1; and

determine the first correction value such that a tube
current control during the pulses is not compensated
for by the heating current control unit in the pulse
pauses.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the first correction
unit is further configured to determine the first correction
value from a difference between the measured actual value of
the heating current and an actual value of the heating current
at the beginning of a present pulse.
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11. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising a sum-
ming unit that is connected upstream of the first low-pass
filter unit and is configured to subtract the first correction
value from the measured actual value of the heating current.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising a second
correction unit configured to:

alter the measured actual value of the heating current
before the low-pass filtering by a second correction
value; and

determine the second correction value from a model of
electron cooling during the pulses.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the second correc-
tion unit comprises a second low-pass filter unit, a time con-
stant of the second low-pass filter unit being equal to a time
constant of the electron cooling.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the summing unit is
configured to add the second correction value to the measured
actual value of the heating current.

15. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising a third
correction unit configured to:

alter the measured actual value of the heating current
before the low-pass filtering by a third correction value;
and

determine the third correction value from a model of anode
back heating.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the summing unit is
configured to subtract the third correction value from the
measured actual value of the heating current.

17. An X-ray generator comprising:

an apparatus for controlling a heating current flowing
through an emitter of a pulsed X-ray tube during pulse
pauses, the apparatus comprising:

a heating current control unit configured to control the
heating current by comparing a measured actual value
of the heating current with a predefinable desired
value;

a first low-pass filter unit that is connected upstream of
the heating current control unit and comprises a time
constant equal to a thermal time constant of the emit-
ter, wherein the first low-pass filter is configured to
filter the measured actual value of the heating current
before the comparison; and

a first correction unit configured to:

alter the measured actual value of the heating current
before the low-pass filtering by a first correction
value K1; and

determine the first correction value such that a tube
current control during the pulses is not compen-
sated for by the heating current control unit in the
pulse pauses.

18. The X-ray generator of claim 17, wherein the first
correction unit is further configured to determine the first
correction value from a difference between the measured
actual value of the heating current and an actual value of the
heating current at the beginning of a present pulse.

19. The X-ray generator of claim 17, wherein the apparatus
further comprises a summing unit that is connected upstream
of'the first low-pass filter unit and is configured to subtract the
first correction value from the measured actual value of the
heating current.
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20. The X-ray generator of claim 17, wherein the apparatus
further comprises a second correction unit configured to:
alter the measured actual value of the heating current
before the low-pass filtering by a second correction
value; and
determine the second correction value from a model of
electron cooling during the pulses.
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